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ham, was at one time Grand-Master, and as late as 1666 Sir Christopher Wren was elected deputy grand-master, in recognition of his skill as an architect and builder. Subsequently the order has become entirely disconnected from the building trade, and while ever prospering has adopted philanthropic or social purposes. The square and compasses, once the actual implements of its members, are now mere mystic symbols.
The bearing of this principle of degeneration on our subject is very evident. The existing great trade societies only need to be let alone and they will probably degenerate from their original trade purposes. But inasmuch as those trade purposes were against the public good, the process of degeneration will probably bring them more nearly into consonance with public interests. What were, under the Combination Laws, mere midnight conspiracies, are developing and will develop into widespread philanthropic bodies, headed by members of Parliament, meeting in large halls before a table full of reporters, gradually giving up their selfish and mistaken ideas. No one could have read the proceedings of the recent Trades Union Congress in London without feeling that recent wise legislation was bearing good fruit. Instead of machine - breakers and midnight conspirators, the working-men met as the members of a parliament to discuss the means and ends of legislation with dignity and propriety at least equal to that recently exhibited at St. Stephen's. No longer entirely devoted to the pet fallacies and interests of their order, their deliberations touch many of the most important social questions of the day. The more extensive the federations of trades which thus meet in peaceful conference, the more wide